
 “The Beaumont Blessing” 
September 13 , 2017 
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God, 
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People 

 

The New York Times recently introduced the 
country to an amazing couple who have been 
happily married 75 years.  Mr. and Mrs. 
Schluter married in 1942 as World War II 
brewed up into a major storm across Europe 
and the Pacific. Together they faced the twists 
and turns of history, events like assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy, Neil Arm-
strong stepping foot on the dusty surface of 
the moon, the dark days of the Vietnam War, 
the shock of the terrorist attack on September 
11, 2001 (9/11), and the recent extended war 
of terror in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 
In recent days, the Schluter’s have taken a new 
interest in the news during hurricane season at 
the ripe old ages of 104 and 93 from the safety 
of their home in Spokane, Washington be-
cause their first names are Harvey and Irma. 
Yes, the two hurricane which unleashed the 
fury of nature in biblical proportions took the 
given names of this amazing couple known for 
love and faithfulness through the ages of time. 
As you may know tropical storms and hurri-
canes the World Meteorological Organization 
name each year going down the alphabet alter-
nating male and female names. This year, the 
tropical storms turned hurricanes bore the 
names Harvey and Irma, and those names will 
be retired never to be used again due to the 
historic nature of their impact on the gulf 
coast of Texas and state of Florida. Little did 
Harvey and Irma Schluter know how their first 
names would go down in American history 
when they said, “I Do”. 
 
Today in the aftermath of these historic hurri-
canes people have begun the heartbreaking 
and backbreaking work of rebuilding their 
lives. One community deeply scarred by the 
torrential rains was the city of Beaumont in 
deepest southeast Texas, a city nestled on the 
coast and on the border of Louisiana. On the 
north side of town gathers a Baptist family 
which calls itself the North End Baptist 
Church. This family of faith for decades has 
represented the power and presence of God to 
their friends and neighbors. Today, this family 
of faith wrestles with how the storms of life 
have rocked the worlds of their own families. 
Forty-three families in this single church fam-
ily have been evacuated from their homes, and 
have witnessed the devastating ravages of 
floodwaters that have washed away years of 
investment, and a lifetime of memories. My 
own aunt and uncle, Debbie and David 
Goolsby, along with their two sons and their 

families experienced the reach of Hurricane 
Harvey into their living rooms and lives. 
 
In a heartfelt account of the events, my Aunt 
Debbie recounted: “We have approximately 
40 families in our church who are currently 
displaced from their homes due to flood-
ing.  Many have lost everything due to ex-
treme flooding.  Many had no flood insur-
ance.  We have cried many tears over the 
past week!”  As I read those words, I found a 
way our church could get involved in both big 
and small ways. I asked the deacons to join me 
in this invitation to our church to unleash 
“The Beaumont Blessing.” We are inviting 
you to join us to helping the people of the 
North End Baptist Church rebuild their lives. 
 
James wrote: “What good is it, my brothers, 
if someone says he has faith but does not 
have works? Can that faith save him? If a 
brother or sister is poorly clothed and lack-
ing in daily food, and one of you says to 
them, “Go in peace, be warmed and 
filled,” without giving them the things 
needed for the body, what good is that?  So 
also faith by itself, if it does not have 
works, is dead.” (James 2:14-17 ESV) 
 
One of the core values of our church streams 
from the theme of “loving others.” We long to 
love others like Jesus loves us. Let’s put our 
faith into action by joining together to help the 
people of Beaumont. If you want to give to 
them designate your gift to the “Beaumont 
Blessing” and we will channel these funds 
straight to the people in need. We will also be 
sending work teams down to help in the weeks 
ahead, plus we hope to send a major work 
party during the early days of June in coopera-
tion with our student ministry. The task before 
our nation may seem to be impossible, but if 
each of us do what we can do relying upon the 
help of God to fill the gap, I believe we can be 
part of a miracle of biblical proportions. Don’t 
miss your chance to be part of the 
“Beaumont Blessing!” Let’s give Harvey and 
Irma Schluter something good to remember 
for their rest of their lives, and bring a smile to 
the face of our Lord to boot. 
 
 



 

 

Financial Statistics 

 

Tithes and Offerings 

Received  September 10: $31,875 

Month-to-date Received: $54,787 

 

Building Fund 

Received September 10: $5,755 

Month-to-date Received: $7,380 

 

Weekly Attendance Report 

 

Sunday, September 10 

Sunday School Attendance:  394 

 Worship Attendance:  : 559 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Announcements: 

 
Getting to Know You 

For the month of September, we are asking our 
church family to wear name tags in order to help our 
new members an visitors get acquainted.  Look for 
your name tag in your Sunday School box or Connec-
tion Centers. 

 

First Connections: Oct 1, 8, 15 

Come join Pastor David and Robyn to learn more 
about the vision, values, beliefs, ministries and activi-
ties of our church.  We will meet for 3 weeks during 
the Bible study hour, 9 to 10, in the Admin Confer-
ence Room. Sign up today on the Welcome card in 
the pew or the Connection’s Center. 

 

Hurricane Harvey Relief 

We invite you to join our Texas Baptist family in di-
rect response to the natural disaster in South 
Texas/Houston.  You can give your gift to the Texas 
Bapt i s t  Men through  the i r  webs i t e : 
www.texasbaptistmen.org/GiveNow.  In addition, 
opportunities to go and help in a hands-on way will 
be announced in the coming weeks. 
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FBC Leadership Team  

Dr. David Lowrie, Pastor:  david@firstdecatur.us 

 

Mike Stallsworth, Executive Pastor:  mike@firstdecatur.us 

 

Gerre Joiner, Senior Adult Pastor : gerjoiner@gmail.com 

 

Candy Burden, Children’s Pastor: candy@firstdecatur.us 

 

Ryan Cunnius, Interim Worship Leader: ryan@firstdecatur.us 

 

Clay Carter, Student Pastor clay@firstdecatur.us 

 

Harold Mosley, Building & Grounds : harold@firstdecatur.us 

 

Bree Kirkelie, Office Manager bree@firstdecatur.us 

 

Miranda Boswell, MDO Director: miranda@firstdecatur.us 

 

Beth Addington, Preschool Director: beth@firstdecatur.us 




